l  ooking  back 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  HISTORICAL 
LIBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 
Nashville.  Tennessee 

APR  2  1  taitf 


Z'Otn»« 
>oaotB 
tn^-cox 
X  HOZ 

<oio-n 
•"•armuz 
r3a>ox 
r3Z^'< 
mm  o 

n>t-‘ 

m*D«ji 

HOIO 

tn  #> 

HI 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


cncn 

HHHOm 

zmoo:» 

TJtJt 

I 

Honoo 
nj  »->HC 
o  rzH 


Pastor  convinced  stewardship  paved  way 


SIERRA  VISTA,  Ariz.  (BP)— 

"Our  relationship  to  God  has  a 
lot  to  do  with  wno  is  in  charge 
and  what  we  do  with  our 
resources,"  Mark  Pitts  reflected 

recently.  As  pastor  of  Village  to  Personal  Revival,'^a  Southern 
Meadows  Cnurch  in  f 
Vista,  Ariz.,  Pitts  said  he  has 
found  the  matter  of  lifestyle 
stewardship  to  be  "an  experi¬ 
encing  Goa  thing."  Pitts  said  the  congregation 

While  many  might  view  the  had  a  strong  orientation  to 
congregation  at  Village  stewardship  of  time,  individual 
Meadows  as  well  above  aver-  talents  em(  " 
age  in  stewardship  maturity, 

Pitts  continually  looks  for  ways 


to  challenge  himself  and  other  Following 
church  members  to  the  highest  proven  growth 

standards.  patterns.  Village 

The  recent  announcement  of  Meadows'  sec- 

"How  Much  Is  Enough?  30  Days  ond  service  hit 

to  Personal  Revival,'^a  Southern  80%  of  capacity. 

Sierra  Baptist  emphasis  for  the  first  bringing  worship 

'  quarter  of  the  year  2000,  for  attendance  for 

’  the  two  services 

to  a  total  of  350. 
When  tile  second 
service  reached 
the  80%  mark, 
icial  resources  attendance  pre- 
before  he  became  pastor  less  dictably  dropped, 
than  three  years  ago.  But  the  The  month 
most  recent  evidence  of  before,  a  one-day, 
stewardship  conscious-  intensive  "Suc- 
^  ^  come  related  to  cessful  Christian 

building  needs.  Financial  Man- 
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VISITATION  TIME  —  Janie 
Harper  (left)  entertains  her  visi¬ 
tor  Bob  Gulley  (right)  with  a 
story  while  her  husband, 
Bernie,  joins  in  the  fun.  Gulley, 
a  deacon  at  Village  Meadows 
Baptist  Church,  devotes  his  free 
time  as  a  retiree  to  visiting 
senior  adult  members  recuper¬ 
ating  at  local  health  care  cen¬ 
ters.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


So.  Baptist  appointed  at  VA 

HAMPTON,  Va.  (BP)  . 

Southern  ^ptist  and  the  first  woman  named  as  director  of  the 

AppoinI 
Cook  wiU 

Veterans  Affairs  WA)  hospitals 
"I  am  honorea  to  in  ttiis  , 

mjbreafh,">Oook  said  from  her  \fl]:ginia  office.  "I  rec«ved  tiwj 

Virginia.  It  haS;  been  a  whirlwmd,  but 
our  lives  during  the  entire  process." 

Her  husband,  Ray  Furr,  left  I 

of  communications  with  the  South^  Baptist  Annuity  Board 

the  move.  Furr  had  been  on  tiie  Annuity  Board  l—T  _! 1?^ 

Cook  previous! 

North  Texas  Heal) 


Jeni  Cook,  43,  became  the  first 

I 

National  Clumlain  Center  in  Hampton,  Va.,  on  March  1. 

Appointed  by  Togo  West,  UB.  secretary  of  veterans  a^irs. 
Cook  wiU  oversee  all  chaplain  work  for  tiie  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  ^A)  hospitals  nationwide. 

"I  am  honorea  to  in  tiiis  position  and  (am)  still  catching 
my  breafh,">T!ook  said  from  her  \fli:ginia  office.  "I  received  the 
call  and  witiiin  tiiree  weeks  my  family  moved  from  Dallas  to 

H  felt  the  hand  of  God  on 

ZZZ3." 

his  position  as  head  of  the  office! 

“  . ^  ~  linj 

^'Board  staff  since  1981.  i 
was  chief  of  chaplain  service  witii  VAj 
Care  System,  Dallas,  where  she  was  on 
s  worked  in  f^eral  service  for  16  years  — 
14  years'  through  the  VA  system  and  two  years  as  a  chaplain  for 
the  Federal  Bureau  of  Priscms  in  Fort  Worth. 

In  her  new  position.  Cook  oversees  the  work  of  more  tium 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Arson  church 


William  Carey  College  (WCQ  President  Raipih  Noonkester  says  tiiat 
despite  rumors,  WCC  has  no  intenticm  of  closing  its  Gulf  Coast  campus.  WCC 
is  currently  in  tiie  midst  of  two  inquires,  one  by  tiie  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools,  and  tiie  second  by  tiie  Miss.  Baptist  Education  Commission. 


Pastor  recat^s  tragedy 


650  VA-employed  chaplains  nationwide.  She  comes  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  at  a  critical  time  in  healtit  care. 

Cook  received  her  badhelor  of  arts  degree  from  the 


Charles  Myers,  pastor  of  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson,  is  appointed 
chairman  of  the  resolutions  committee  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  annual  session  in  Houston,  Tex.,  on  June  12-14, 1979.  SBC 
presid^t  Jifnmy  AUen  appointed  Myers  and  nine  otiiers  to  th^  committee. 


University  of  Oklahoma;  her  master  of  divinity 'degree  from 
Southern  Seminqiy,  LouiWille,  Ky.;  and  her  doctor  of  minisffy 
degree  from  Brite  Divinity  School  at  Texas  Christian  University, 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Quoting  a  stained  glass  window  in  her  new  office,  Cook| 
said,  "'American  veterans  are  God's  gift  to  us.  Freedom  is  their 
gift  to  the  world.'" 


James  Fancher  of  Louisville  is  elected  president  of  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  at  Mississippi  College,  one  of  the  spool's  largest  and  most  impor¬ 
tant  organizations.  Fancher  is  a  junior  and  will  will  take  over  duties  for  his 
senior  year.  James  Merritt  of  Hattiesburg  is  the  current  president. 


Assembly  njjffies  change 


Food  for  thought  on  Tax  Day 


April  15.  With  apologies  to  President  Paul  Jones,  execu- 
Koosevelt,  another  day  which  will  tive  director  of  the 
live  in  infamy.  Mississippi  Baptist 

So  dreaded  is  the  prospject  of  Tax  Day  Christian  Action 
that  vast  numbers  of  us  resort  to  waiting  Commission,  doesn't 
until  the  final  hours  are  draining  away  think  such  tax  mve- 
before  we  put  pencil  to  paper  and  b^in  the  aways  are  a  good 
arduous  process  of  rendering  unto  Caesar.  "I  am  repulsed  by 
News  media  love  to  cover  the  midnight  the  idea  that  gamblers 
filers  with  comical  stories  of  procrastinat-  can  write  off  expendi- 
ing  as  long  as  possible  before  settling  up  tures  for  what  promot- 
with  Uncle  Sam.  ^rs  of  the  i^ustry 

It's  interesting  that  people  are  so  flip-  openly  describe  as 
pant  (or  resigneu,  as  the  case  may  ‘entertainment.  I  know 

■  be)  to  handing  over  so  much  of  of  no  other  'entertain- 
their  hard-earned  treasure  to  the  ment'  enterprise  that 
various  governments  that  extract  receives  such  favored 
income  taxes  from  us  each  year.  tax  treatment. 
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This  is  further  evidence  j  M  \ 

of  political  manipula-  |  ^  \ 

tion  by  the  ga moling 
cartels  whose  every 
contact  with  legislators,  state  and  national, 
is  self-seiA'ing  and  self-promoting  —  and 
they've  got  tne  money  to  get  what  they 
want  from  politicians,'  he  says. 

"The  fact  that  the  State  of  Vfississippi,  per- 
cei\  ed  far  and  wide  as  the  poorest  state  in  the 
nation  with  some  of  the  highest  tax  burdens 
on  its  people,  would  grant  special  tax  pri\  i- 


Nole:  satirical  reproduction 
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the  subject  of  other  credit(s)  against  income 
on  line  27  of  the  state  individual  tax  return 
form,  is  a  provision  allowing  owners  of 
gambling  licenses  to  write  off  the  fees  asso¬ 
ciated  with  their  licenses. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  the  U.S.  Congress  also 
permits  gamblers  to  count  their  losses  against 
federal  income  tax  as  "other  miscellaneous 
deductions"  on  line  27  of  IRS  Form  1040. 


leges  only  to  gamblers  is  evidence  that  when 
a  state  legalizes  gambling,  it  indeed  makes 
losers  of  all  its  citizens,"  Jones  points  out. 

As  vou  sit  in  that  long  post  office  line 
tonight,  pondering  how  in  the  world 
you're  going  to  pay  your  tax  bills  this  year 
and  still  feed  your  family,  you  might  want 
to  think  about  that. 
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tists  are  here,  because  we  cam." 

1  am  grateful  that  1  belong  to 
a  church  that  has  always  sup- 

Ported  the  Cooperative 
rogram,  a  church  that  long 
ago  outgrew  the  ingrown  atti¬ 
tude  of  "me,  myself,  and  1." 

I  am  glad  that  I  am  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  church  that  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  give  at  least  a  tithe 
of  its  budget. 

Our  church  currently  gives 
11%  to  the  Cooperative 
I  am  personally  Program,  with  the  intention  of 
increasing  that  percentage 
annually  toward  the  15%  marK. 

1  concur  with  my  pastor, 
Randy  Turner,  when  ne  states, 
"1  thank  God  that  he  has  called 
me  to  pastor  a  church  with  such 
a  giving  spirit  and  a  great  heart 
for  missions." 

Indeed,  the  Scopers  are 
grateful  for  a  pastor  who  is  the 
role  model  and  the  example  we 
need  in  terms  of  his  personal 
generosity,  accountability,  and 
a  responsibility  to  acknowledge 
neeefe  that  are  out  there  beyond 
our  beautiful  place  of  worship. 

The  Cooperative  Program 
represents  purposeful  giving, 
doing  together  with  our  Baptist 
churches  what  would  be 
impossible  to  do  as  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Laurel. 

I  praise  God  for  this 
opportunity! 


m  a  history  buff,  whether 
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The  wonder  of  the 
Cooperative  Program 

By  Dell  Scoper,  member 
First  Church,  Laurel 
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Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
B«-tlye  Cow.ird,  Clinton; 
Charles  Dun.igin,  Mr  Comb 
Larry  Garner,  lackson; 

David  Petty,  lackson 
Gary  Richardson,  West  Point; 
Heather  Cumberland,  sec  retary. 


In  1925,  the  time 
had  obviously  come 
for  Southern  Baptists 
to  make  a  decision 
about  purposeful 
ctxrperative  giving, 
offering  the  local 
Baptist  congregation 
a  plan  whereny  its 
resources  could  be 
pnyportionately  bal¬ 
anced  among  the 
many  needs  that 
were  demanding  the 
attention  of  the  ItKal 
church. 

The  Cooperative 
Program  helped  free 
the  Convention 
from  overwhelming 
debt,  and  focused 
our  energies  on  mis¬ 
sions  which  has 
always  been  our 
first  love. 


cial  channel  of  coop¬ 
eration  between  my 
state  convention  and 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  making 


Postnusier:  Send  changes  of  address 
to  The  BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Bo* 
SJO,  lackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Send 
news,  communication,  and  address 
changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Bo*  530,  lackson,  MS 
39205-0530  (601)  968-3800 
Missrecord@aol.com 


it  possible  for  the 
Scopers  to  support 
collectively  our  ^at 
missions  enterprises, 
^rist-ian  education, 
church  growth  and 
development,  and 
benevoWnt  ministries 
all  over  the  world, 
beginning  in 

Mississippi. 

In  mv  imagination 
I  perceive  CP  as  a 
"hugger"  of  needs, 
wrapping  its  loving 
arms  around  a  des¬ 
perate  world  and  say¬ 
ing,  "Southern  Bap- 
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.iiid  (  hristmas  by  Iht'  Mississi{H>i  BaiHisI 
ronvonliiin  Boiird,  515  Mississi|)|)i  SIrtvl, 
l.ukson,  MS  1M201.  Sul)«  riplion  $«  15  (Kt 
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wtx*ks  priix  io  iei|urs!fd  ixiWication  date. 
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WMU  exec  nominations  accepted  through  June  1 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  The 
search  committee  charged  with 
finding  the  next  executive 
director  of  Womans 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  is 
ready  to  accept  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  the  position. 


Southern  Baptists.  The  commit 

tee  asks  that  letters  of - 

recommendation 
include  sufficient 
information  on  a 
nominee,  including  a 
contact  address 
and/or  telephone 
number.  While  not 
necessary',  a  copy  of  a 
woman's  resume 
may  be  submitted  to 
the  committee, 

The  executive 
director  of  WMU  is  O' 

responsible  for 
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Brandon  church  victimized  by  arsonist 
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By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


kitchen,  on  a  table  in  a  hall  wav,  and  in  a 

f>reschool  classroom.  ".Any  one  of  these 
ires  could  have  burned  the  church  to  the 
An  arsonj^st  set  a  total  of  15  fires  ground,"  Clingan  said. 

"  '  Pet^ple  have  said  to  me,  esfxxiallv  .some 

secular  reporters. 
Don't  luckv?' 

It  has  me  the 

^  opportunitx  to  sa\'  that 

Christians  we  don't 
believe  in  luck."  he 

►  The  sentiment 

^  around  Crossgates  has 

been  thankful,  Clingan 
indicated. 

"In  mv  sermmi 
Wcxlnesdav  night,  1  was 
to  the  (portion  of  the) 
text  from  1  Thess.  3 
where  it  stiys.  Be  thank¬ 
ful  in  e\er\  thing.  We 
are  \er\  thankful  for 
our  buildings,  but  1  had 
to  ask  the  question, 
'Would  vou  still  be 
thankful  it  all  our  build- 
inj^  were  a  pile  of  osh?  " 

ha\e  had 


Another  lesson  gained  is  about  how 
church  members  can  pull  together  in  a 
time  of  crisis. 

"People  have  responded  wonderfully. 
Volunteers  stacked  up  on  Wednesdav  and 
Thursday  to  help  clean  up  soof  and 
smoke  damage. 

"V\e  had  just  painted  the  sanctuarx  st> 
the  walls  wiped  clean  real  easv.  People 
came  and  the\  wiped  exerv  wall  and 
e\er\  pew. 

Richie  Lott,  a  member,  has  a  business, 
bteam  r\tra.-tion  Service.  He  cleared  his 
calende!  and  brought  in  his  equipment  for 
two  day  s  and  steam  cleaned  all  tne  carpet. 

"  The  B ALL  and  FBI  took  part  of  the  pew 
that  WM>  burned  through.  Our  mainte¬ 
nance  superx  isor,  Darrell  Mor>re,  w’as  able 
to  get  one  of  the  pews  w'e  had  taken  out 
w  hen  w  e  enlarged  the  stage  area  and  put  it 
in  that  place.  That  pew  is  just  a  few  inches 
shorter  than  the  one  it  replaced" 

Other  than  the  shortened  pew,  the  onlv 
\  isible  reminder  of  the  fire  is  on  the  pulpit, 
where  there  is  this  burned  spot  smaller 
than  a  coin. 

"The  guv  who  made  the  pulpit  offered 
to  take  it  to  his  shop  and  sand  it  out,  but  I 
ti^ld  him  to  leave  it  there  as  a  reminder," 
Clingan  s<.iid. 

"I  hope  this  is  not  the  last  time  this  pul¬ 
pit  is  on  fire,"  he  added. 


throughout  Crossgates  Church,  Brandon, 
sometime  early 
morn- 


the  fires 
apparently 
extinguished 
themselves 
the 

Brandon  Fire 
Department 

later, 

hardly  any  visi- 
ble  evidence 
remains  that 
there  had  been  a 

Crossga  tes 
Barry 
it 

short 

that 

none  the  fires 
and 
down  all 
or  the 

3 , 5 0 0  -  m  e  m  b  e  r 
facilities. 

thaV' n^mCro^s  FIRE  IN  THE  PUl.PIl  - 
volunteers  from  Crossgatos  Church  Brano 

the  church  came  f 

April  7-8  to  clean  ^ttemptcxl  to  burn.  All  that 

and  rSe  Clingan  asked  to  lx-  lell  in  I 
everything  to  incident.  (Photo  by  ( 

norrnal. 

Sergeant  Jeff  Robertson  of  the  Brandon 
Police  Department  said  the  fire  is  still 
under  investigation.  While  thev  have  .sev¬ 
eral  suspects,  Robertson  said  they  are 
awaiting  the  results  of  lab  tests  before 
preceding  to  the  next  step. 

The  fire  is  also  under  investigation  bv 
the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBf) 
and  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  and 
Firearms  (BATF),  in  order  to  determine  if 
the  church  was  targeted  as  a  hate  crime. 

Clingan  said  fires  were  set  on  a  pew  in 
the  sanctuary,  on  the  pulpit,  and  at  sc'v  eral 
places  on  the  fkxir. 

There  w  as  one  spot  on  the  stage,  ht  -aid, 
where  the  arsonist  placed  a  hymn  bix>k  on 
top  of  a  fire  accelerant.  "It  burned  a!!  the 
way  through  the  hymn  book,  the  carpet 
and  ev'en  the  wcxxl  fUnir  underneath." 
Fires  were  also  started  in  a  small 


CA’rjwTV' 


Cooperative 
Program  Day 

Sunday,  April  18 

'  (please  see  pp.  6-7) 


thing: 
from 

pensive  Tht 

church  a 

building  It  has 

irry  Clingan,  iiastorot  ^ 

T  stands  More  the  .reciative  df^H 

iry  which  an  arsonist  Licihties  in 

mams  ot  the  hum  is  a 
n  the  picture),  which 

nianv  people^! 
riM.  White)  sacrificed  to 

put  here.  We 

realize  that  we  hav'e  to  be  genxi  cus- 

todians  of  our  buildings  but  w'e^^H 

don't  worship  our  buildings.  We 
worship  in  the  buildings.  These 
buildings  are  heiv  to  use.  We  want  to  I 
wear  them  out.  I  I 

"The  other  part  is,  and  1  don't  i  I 

want  to  sevm  too  spiritual  here,  but  |  I 

a  fire  won't  biirn  where  a  fire  has 
already  burned,"  Clingan  said. 

"There  are  two  waV  ''  ot  kmking^^H 
at  this.  On  the  Eri>ss,  Ie-sus  took  our^^H 
sins  and  took  our  puni-hment  1  hat 
fin'  has  already  been  burneil  on 
Jesus,  so  it  WEin't  burn  on  us 

'  \nother  wav  to  kH>k  at  it  is.  the 
dev  il's  fire  won't  burn  w  here  ( .ml  s 


Pearl  tragedy  increasing  pastor's  ministry 


PEARL,  Miss.  (BP  and  local  reports)  — 
A  pastor  who  helped  direct  the  response  to 
the  first  of  a  wave  of  1997-98  school  mur¬ 
ders  said  while  the  tragedy  hurts,  it  has 
enlarged  his  ministry. 


ing  agencies  or  social  services,  he  said. 

"I  don't  claim  to  know  it  all.  I  don't  want 
to  be  a  prophet  of  doom  and  gloom,  but  it's 
been  proven  a  number  of  times  that  it  can 
happen  anywhere,"  Mitchell  said.  "It's 
important  tne  community  respond.  It  can't 
just  be  (one  group).  It  has  to  be  all  of  them." 

Police  summoned  Mitchell  to  Pearl  High 
School  soon  after  the  early  morning  shoot¬ 
ings.  He  also  had  a  personal  interest  in  the 
situation.  His  son.  Drew,  attends  the  school. 

Because  of  that  connection,  whenev'er  an 
he  drops  his  son  off  at  school  or  a  friend's 
house,  the  thought  hits  him,  "I  hope  I  do 
see  him  later." 

"That  reality  is  there,"  he  said.  "I  take 
what  I  say  to  him  a  lot  more  seriously.  Every 
time  I  drive  by  that  hi^h  school  I  pray  for  it, 
that  everyone  there  will  be  safe." 

Despite  the  awful  nature  of  the  incident, 

Mitchell  said  it  didn't  shake  his  faith  in 

God,  although  he  knows  of  others  who  Mississippi  director 
voiced  such  doubts.  He  remains  sure  of  Mitchell,  has 
God's  love,  noting  the  real  answer  to  the 
tragedy  lies  in  the  mind  of  Luke  Woodham,  conference  center  in  North  Carolina.  ^ 
the  teen  convicted  of  the  slayings.  He  recently  returned  from  a  seminar 

While  Mitchell  weathered  an  emotional  sponsored  by  South  Carolina  school  offi- 
"meltdown"  after  a  couple  weeks  of  coun-  cials,  and  has  spoken  in  a  number  of 
seling  others,  the  event  and  its  aftermath  Mississippi  churches  and  cities  including 
have  strengthened  his  faith.  First  Church,  Columbus. 

"It  made  me  recognize  how  dependent  Mitchell  said  he  welcomes  speaking  invi- 
we  have  to  be  on  the  Lord,"  Mitchell  said,  tations,  but  carefully  weighs  the  invitations 
"We  have  a  dependence  on  him  to  get  against  his  local  responsibilities  before 
through  ever)'  day.  1  take  more  seriously  accepting.  He  can  be  contacted  at  First 
how  important  it  is  to  walk  with  God.  Baptist  Church,  405  N.  Bierdeman  Road, 

"It  also  renewed  for  me  some  spiritual  Pearl,  MS  39208.  Telephone;  (601)  939-4476. 


truths,  like  in  the  midst  of  great  weakness, 
his  strength  is  made  known.  I  experienced 
that  strength,  and  when  we're  in  need  of 
comforting,  that  comfort  is  there." 

However,  there  is  another  side  to  his 
experiences.  Like  many  students  and  local 
residents,  he  sometimes  would  like  to  for¬ 
get  it  ever  happened. 

Students  aren't  having  problems  going 
to  school  now,  he  said.  Instead,  "They  are 
so  sick  of  hearing  about  it;  they  hate  for 
■  f  to  bring  it  up." 

Mitchell  tires  of  talking  about  it  at 
times.  While  he  appreciates  the  opportuni- 

Sr  to  help  other  towns  and  cities  learn  to 
eal  with  crisis,  he  doesn't  care  for  rehash¬ 
ing  the  events  of  that  day. 

"I  can't  do  a  conference  without  getting 
a  little  emotional,"  he  said.  "I'm  tired  of 
having  to  relive  it  in  my  mind." 

Mitchell,  son  of  retired  longtime 
of  missions  J.C. 
sfxiken  at  both  Glorieta  confer¬ 
ence  center  in  New  Mexico  and  Ridgecrest 


PEARL  HIGH  SCHOOj 


AT  THE  SCENE  —  Tommy 
Mitchell,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Pearl,  and  chaplain  for  the 
Pearl  Police  Department, 
stands  liefore  the  Pearl  High 
School  sign  just  off  Highway  80 
in  Pearl  where  many  memorials 
were  plactnl  after  the  October 
1997  fatal  shooting  of  two  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  school.  Mitchell's 
involvement  in  the  response  to 
the  shcxjtings  has  convinced 
him  that  schools  and  communi¬ 
ties  must  be  prepared  for  such 
tragedies.  (Photo  by  William  H. 
Perkins  )r.) 


Tommy  Mitchell,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Pearl,  has  helped  lead  about  a  dozen  semi¬ 
nars  around  tne  country  on  forming  a  com¬ 
munity-wide  response  to  crisis.  He  learned 
how  as  both  pastor  and  police  department 
chaplain  in  tne  town  of  20,(HX),  where  two 
students  died  on  Oct.  1,  1^)97. 

Such  efforts  must  include  evervone  from 
clergy  and  community  groups  to  counsel- 


Ethnic  Cleansing 


religious,  or  even  marital  cleans¬ 
ing  ih  which  we  may  participate. 

A  couple  is  having  difficultv 
in  their  marriage  and  one  of  the 
partners  decides  it  is  time  for  the 
other  one  to  be  gone.  The  ten¬ 
sions  build,  the  hostilities 
become  stronger.  Threats,  intim¬ 
idations,  outbursts,  and  devious 
tactics  are  used  to  push  the  other 
person  over  the  border,  out  of 
the  country,  and  into  oblivion. 

When  a  church  has  a  dis¬ 
agreement  it  is  not  unusual  to 
see  one  side  begin  a  secret  mili¬ 
tary  campaign  to  undermine 
and  overtnrow  the  other  side. 
We,  who  are  supposed  to  be 
people  of  love,  redemption,  for¬ 
giveness,  and  reconciliation, 
use  every  tactic  of  guerilla  war¬ 
fare  to  destroy  someone  else 
regardless  of  what  it  takes  or 
wno  might  get  hurt.  When 
we  do  it  in  tne  church,  to  the 
rest  of  the  world  it  looks 
about  as  horrible  and  makes 
about  as  much  sense  as  what 
is  happening  in  Kosovo. 

Jesus,  the  heavenly 
optometrist,  knew  that  all  of  us 
suffer  from  spiritual  eve  prob¬ 
lems  when  he  told  us  that  we 
needed  to  take  care  as  we  try  to 
remove  a  speck  from  the  other 
guy's  eye  while  walking 
around  vvith  a  board  protruo- 
ed  between  the  groups  for  hun-  ing  from  our  ovmi  eyeball.  I  am 
dreds  of  years,  so  now  NATO  not  suggesting  that  any  of  us 
has  decided  to  bomb  them  into  are  walking  around  shmiting, 
changing  their  attitude.  The  burning,  murdering,  and  tak- 
entire  spectacle  is  heartbreaking  ing  what  belongs  to  others,  but 
and  a  reminder  of  our  immense  the  results  can  ne  similar, 
capacity  for  being  inhumane.  The  next  time  vou  are  con- 

1  also  find  it  intriguing  that  sidering  a  cleansing  campaign, 
most  of  us  are  able  to  analyze  it  might  be  gcx>d  to  think  about 
and  condemn  these  actions  on  President  Milose\'ic,  or  even 
the  other  side  of  the  world,  and  better,  it  might  be  gOLxl  to  talk 
unable  to  see  the  social,  cultural,  to  Jesus. 


As  hard  as  I  trv,  I  cannot  ( 

understand  all  of  the  facets  of  ^ 

w'liat  is  going  on  in  the  Balkans.  J 

1  do  not  understand  American  I 

policy  —  past,  present,  or  uncer-  I 

tain  future.  For  the  life  of  me,  1 
cannot  understand  all  of  the 
players  in  the  situation  or  the 
reasons  for  the  disagreement.  — 

The  one  thing  I  think  I  Milosevic,  does  not 
understand  is  that  the  presi-  Albanians.  In  fact,  it  is  the 
dent  of  Yugoslav  ia,  Slobodan  ident's  desire  that  all  ol 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


State  BSU  leadership  selected 


Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  executive  committee  members  were 
selected  recently  during  the  Leadership  Training  Conference  At  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian,  including  (back  row,  from  left)  Weaver  McCracken, 
associate  director.  Student  Work  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB);  Jerry  Merriman,  director,  MBCB  Student  Work  Deparment;  Quinn 
Carlisle,  Meridian  Community  College,  facult)'  advisor;  Len  VVare  Jr.,  Holmes 
Community  Collie,  member;  David  Boyd,  University  of  ^uthem  Mississippi, 
member;  Bmdon  Ginn,  Easthaven  ChurcK,  Brookhaven^  pastor  advisor;  (front  row, 
from  left)  Anna  Teel,  Blue  Mountian  College,  president;  David  Wiley,  Mississippi 
State,  vice-president;  Danielle  Robertson,  Mississippi  College,  secretarv;  Maria 
Titus,  Gulf  Coast  Community  College,  member.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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FAITH  author  urges  Christian  -roadblocks' 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Christians 
should  serve  as  roadblocks  for  those  on  the 
road  to  hell,  said  Bobby  Welch,  pastor  of  the 
church  that  original  the  strategy  ,  that  now 
has  become  Jh^ffeftionally-used  FAITH 
Sunday  Scho^  evarfgelism  materials. 

"People  are  going  to  hell  in  epidemic 
proportions,"  Wel^  said,  "but  most 
church  members  don't  know  how  to  do  a 
thing  about  it." 

Welch,  who  earned  his  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  degree  at  New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  and  has  promoted  evangelism 
through  Sunday  School  during  his  25-year 
pastorate^L  First  Church,  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla.,  was  fkc  lead  speaker  at  a  FAITH  clinic 


are 


BLOCKING  ROAD  TO  HELL  —  God  uses 
the  Bible,  preachers,  laymen  and  the  cross  of 
Christ  to  stand  as  road  blocks  for  those  on  the 
road  to  Hell,  Bobby  Welch  tells  participants  at 
the  March  10  evangelism  rally  in  New 
Orleans  Seminary's  Leavell  Chapel.  He 
received  the  NOBTS  Distinguished  Alumnus 
Award  in  1 998.  (BP  photo  by  )oe  David  Smith) 


held  at  his  alma 
mater  March  8- 
11.  The  232  par- 
t  i  c  i  p  a  n  t  s  , 
including  80 
pastors  and  12 
NOBTS  stu¬ 
dents,  settled 
onto  the  campus 
to  learn  the 
evangelism 
strategy  which 
integrates  out¬ 
reach  and  evan¬ 
gelism  with  the 
assimilation  and 
discipleship  of 
Sunday  School. 

While  statis¬ 
tics  show  that 
70%  of  Southern 
Baptist  churches 
and  85%  of 

churches  of  all  denominations 
plateaued  or  declining,  Welch  said  he  finds 
^'many  are  committed  to  church  growth, 
but  not  nearly  that  many  are  committed  to 
growing  the  church  people.  We  must  be 
about  training  committed  Great 
Commission  Christians  or  we  will  not  win 
the  world." 

Attending  the  clinic  were  pastors  and 
laymen  from  80  churches  who  came  to 
receive  the  training  themselves  so  they 
could  be  certified  to  teach  the  FAITH  strat¬ 
egy  at  their  home  churches  in  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Texas,  Tennessee,  Arkansas, 
Kansas,  Colorado,  and  Montana.  Part  of 
the  FAITH  strategy  is  to  require  the  pastor 
to  be  trained  to  use  the  materials  oefore 
anyone  else  at  the  church  may  be  trained. 

The  most  unique  characteristic  of  this 
clinic  was  that  it  was  held  apart  from  a 
sponsoring  church  serving  as  base  of  oper¬ 
ations.  LireWay  Christian  Resources  or  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  joined  forces 
with  the  ministerial  staff  of  First  Church 
Daytona  Beach  and  NOBTS'  Leavell  Center 
for  Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  to  test 
the  clinic^s  effectiveness  in  this  format. 

Welch  was  joined  by  three  members  of 


his  ministerial  staff  and  several  volunteers 
from  First  Church  Daytona  Beach  who 
traveled  to  the  clinic  to  lead  teaching  times 
and  share  personal  testimonies.  LifeWay 
also  provided  consultants  for  the  clinic. 

LifeWay  has  80  FAITH  clinics  scheduled 
in  1999  in  churches  throughout  North 
America  and  Hawaii.  Though  the  NOBTS 
clinic  environment  was  out  of  the  ordinary, 
participants  say  the  clinic  was  a  success, 
giving  them  renewed  passion  for  sharing 
their  faith  and  enthusiasm  to  begin  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  their  churches. 

"Our  kids  are  really  burdened  for  their 
friends  and  are  looking  for  a  non-intimi¬ 
dating  way  to  share  the  gospel,"  said  Rick 
Deerman,  youth  minister  at  Bethel  Church, 
Odenville,  Ala.  Deerman  said  he  was 
impressed  with  Life  Way's  new  FAITH 
materials  geared  specifically  for  youth. 
These  materials  were  on  display  for  the 
first  time  during  the  New  Orleans  clinic. 

Two  Baptist  officials  whose  responsibili¬ 
ties  directly  relate  to  evangelism  in  their 
state  conventions  also  attended.  "We  are 
very  committed  to  the  program,"  said 
Bailey  Stone,  evangelism  coordinator  for 
the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Texas. 


IMB  allocates  $100,000  to  help  Kosovar  refugees 


IRANA,  Albania  (BP)— -The 
Southern  Baptist  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  has  allocat¬ 
ed  an  initial  $100,000  to  help 
minister  to  some  of  the  estimated 
634,000  ethnic  Albanian  refugees 
fleeing  their  homes  in  southern 
Yugoslavia's  Kosovo  province. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
will  use  the  money  to  buy  blan¬ 
kets  and  food  and  are  assessing 
needs  in  both  Albania  and 
Macedonia  to  identify  how  they 
can  best  respond  to  tne  physical 
and  spiritual  crises  the  mostly 
Muslim  refugees  are  facing. 

Albania  has  absorbed  much 
of  the  flood  of  refugees  and 
marshaled  aiiplanes  and  relief 
supplies  over  the  weekend  to 
help  those  who  have  crossed  its 
border  with  Kosovo. 
Macedonia  has  refused  to 
acc^t  more  refugees,  and 
NATO  countries  organized  an 
airlift  for  tens  of  thousands  of 
people  stranded  at  the  border. 

Ethnic  Serb  military  forces 
have  been  driving  ethnic 
Albanians  out  of  Kosovo,  and 
the  flood  of  refugees  has  swollen 
since  NATO  began  bombing  mil¬ 


itary  and  government  targets  in 
Yugoslavia  in  late  March.  Ov'er 
the  Easter  weekend,  refugees 
stranded  at  the  Macedonia  bor¬ 
der  huddled  in  a  muddy  field 
polluted  with  human  waste  and 
Fought  over  precious  loaves  of 
bread.  Officials  feared  a  cholera 
outbreak. 

Bill  Steele,  a  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  in  Bosnia,  joined 
missionary  Lee  Bradley  in 
Albania  to  assess  the  refugee 
situation  there,  said  Jim  Brown, 
IMB's  consultant  for  human 
needs  ministries.  Missionaries 
Kyle  and  Jackie  Kirkpatrick  are 
evaluating  needs  in  Macedonia. 

The  board  allocated  an  ini¬ 
tial  $100,000  for  refugee  relief 
efforts,  primarily  purchasing 
blankets  and  food,  and  distrib¬ 
ution  centers  have  been  set  up 
in  the  capital  cities  of  eacn 
country.  Brown  said.  After 
assessments  are  completed, 
missionaries  will  have  a  better 
idea  how  they  can  best  respond 
to  the  spiritual  and  physical 
needs  of  the  refugees,  he  said. 

Bill  McIntyre,  a  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  in  Hungary, 


reported  Baptist  workers  have 
b^n  ministering  to  about  120 
Kosovars  at  a  refugee  camp 
near  Budapest.  Churches  and 
individuals  have  contributed 
food  and  clothing,  and  teams 
are  forming  to  conduct  Bible 
storying  projects  among  the 
mostly  Muslim  refugees. 

People  interested  in  assisting 
with  Kosovo  relief  efforts  may 
call  (804)  219-1675,  or  mail  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  General  Relief  Fund 
to:  Office  of  Finance, 

International  Mission  Board,  P.O. 
Box  6767,  Richmond,  VA  23230. 

Southern  Baptists  will  fast 
and  pray  for  22  million  people 
of  North  Korea  during  the  1999 
Day  of  Prayer  and  Fasting  for 
World  Evangelization,  s<med- 
uled  from  6  p.m.  Friday,  May 
21,  to  6  p.m.  Mturday,  May  22. 

The  country  has  b^n  afflict¬ 
ed  by  several  years  of  drought 
and  flooding,  soil  erosion,  and 
crop  loss.  Up  to  2  million  North 
Koreans  have  died  of  hunger 
and  related  diseases  since  1995, 
according  to  some  eshmates. 

Southern  Baptists  have 
responded  repeatedly  to  North 


Korea's  physical  needs.  Now 
God  is  calling  on  them  to  blan¬ 
ket  the  country  in  prayer  —  not 
because  North  Koreans  are  "on 
their  knees"  as  a  nation,  but 
because  he  loves  them,  said 
Randy  Sprinkle,  director  of  the 
IMB  prayer  strategy  office. 

"  We  know  God  loves  all  the 
peoples  of  the  earth,  r^ardless 
of  their  situation,"  Sprinkle 
said.  "We  need  to  view  the 
North  Korean  people  as 
beloved  of  God  and  the  focus  of 
his  saving  grace  in  Christ, 
regardless  of  their  current 
scKial  and  religious  context." 

After  April  15,  Southern 
Baptist  churches  interested  in 
participating  in  the  North 
Korea  prayer  emphasis  can 
obtain  a  free  resource  kit,  which 
includes  a  video  and  viewing 
guides,  a  prayer  guide,  fasting 
guidelines,  clip  art  and  a 
reprint  of  an  article  on  N'  h 
Korea  from  the  IN 
Commission  magazine. 

To  order  the  kit,  e-mail  I  » 
customer  services  at  c  -u- 
tomer.services@imb.org  or  call 
toll-free  1-800-866-3621. 


COMMITTING  TO  FAITH 
—  Participants  are  led  March 
10  in  a  prayer  of  commitment 
for  the  80  participating  pastors 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary's 
FAITH  clinic,  who  will  take 
the  evangelism  strategy  back 
to  their  churches.  (BP  photo  by 
Joe  David  Smith) 


Internet  site 
focuses  on 
discipleship 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) 
—  DisciplePLUS!,  an  Internet 
site  produced  by  the  adult 
discipleship  department  at 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources, 
is  available  through  LifeWay's 
site  on  the  World  Wide  Web 
at  www.lifeway.com. 

The  DisciplePLUS!  site  pro¬ 
vides  information  for  10  ministry 
area:  Discipie^ip  and  Spiritual 
Growth,  Marriage  and  Family, 
Women's  Enrichment  Ministry, 
Men's  Ministry,  Senior  Adult 
Mini^,  Single  Aduk  Ministry, 
Support  Groups,  First  Place, 
Prayer  Ministry,  and  Criminal 
Justice  Ministry.  DisciplePLUS! 
also  offers  information  for  Fall 
Festivals  of  Manic^,  Toward  a 
Growing  Marriage,  Chau- 
tauquas,  Christian  Single  Get¬ 
aways,  Living  FYoof  SOTinars, 
and  odier  events. 

This  and  other  LifeWay  sites 
reiaied  to  specHk  topics  may 
be  reached  accessing  the 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
home  page  at  www.lifeway. 
com  and  clicking  on  the  words 
"LifeWay  Sites"  in  the  menu  on 
the  left  side  of  the  page.  The 
direct  address  for  the 
DisciplePLUS!  she  Is  www.life- 
way.conVdiscipleplus. 
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CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY:  $25,000  &  BELOW 


Pastors  speak  out  on  Cooperative  Program 


Church/Associatios 
Smyrna/Copiah 
Berwick/Mississippi 
Inimanuel/Pontotoc 
Enon/Winston 
Pleasant  Ridge/Calhoun 
Merigold/Mia-Delta 
Victoria  Heights/Marshall 
Mt.  Pisgah/(^octaw 


is  that  this  (Cooperative  Program)  is  the  way  God  wants  us  to  spread  the 
)el.  The  more  you  give  the  more  you  keep  God's  word  moving  and  reaching.  What  we  desig- 
to  theCooperative  Program  we  are  not  going  to  miss.  God  is  going  to  more  than  replace  it.'^ 

'  Ernest  Allen,  Causeyville  Church,  Lauderdale  Association 

"FBC  Yazoo  City  has  always  been  a  mission  minded  church.  We  believe  that 
^  ^  •  the  Cooperative  Program  is  the  best  means  available  to  support  missions.  The 
OA V .  \  Cooperative  Program  is  a  very  important  part  of  our  desire  as  a  church  to 

5  V  '  a  balanced  approach  to  missions  both  at  home  and  abroad." 


EdenAazoo 

Beulah  Memorial/Metro 


Church/Association 
Center  RidgeAemper 
New  Hope/Webster 
Oldtown/Calhoun 
Cornersville/Union  County 


Linn/Mid-Delta 
Lollars  GroveAVebster 
Union/Franklin 
WaysideAalobusha 
Rolling  Hills/Pearl  River 


Wake  Forest/Golden  Triangle 


When  Malcolm  Pinion  first  drove  around  the 
curv'e  and  saw  Briar  Hill  Church  in  Rankin 
County,  he  thought  to  himself,  "No  way  am  I 
coming  here,  but  the  Lord  had  some- 
thing  ^se  in  mind." 

Nmw  in  his  sixth  year  as  pastor  at 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY:  $55 


Chvrch/Association 

FBC,  State  LineAVayne 

FBC,  Anguilla/Sharkey-lssaquena 

Zion/Pontotoc 

Emmanuel/Marion 

MesaAA^althall 

Hebron/North  Central 

Shubuta/Clarke 

FBC,  Lumberton/Lamar 

McCool/Attala 

Valley  Park/Sharkey-lssaquena 


three-stoty  education  facility  —  while 
maintaining  a  Cooperative  Program  ^*"**^T 
(CP)  support  level  of  22%  of  undesig-  *** 

nated  receipts. 

Pinion  said  that  during  the  entire  planning 
and  construction  process  they  never  considered 
cutting  CP  sup|X)rt.  "It  was  not  going  to  happen, 
at  least  not  unless  as  a  very  last  resort." 

Pinion  indicated  there  is  strong  support  for 
the  CP  as  the  means  for  supporting  missions  in 
the  church.  The  church's  commitment  of  22%  of 
undesignated  receipts  to  CP  is  double  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  average  of  11%. 

Briar  Hill  also  gives  2%  of  undesignated 
receipts  to  Rankin  Association,  and  sends  $500  a 
month  to  Grace  Mission  in  Rankin  County. 

"These  are  missions-minded  people,"  Pinion 
said.  This  summer  the  youth  ar^articipating  in 
two  World  Changer  projects.  Tne  men  of  the 
church  make  one  or  two  mission  trips  a  year. 
This  summer  they  are  going  Coloracfo  to  help 
build  a  church. 

"These  are  people  who  made  a  conscious 
choice  to  tear  down  an  old  facilitv  and  build  a 
new  one,  while  supporting  missions,"  Pinion 


newer  building. 

"People  have  really  appreciated  these 
windows,"  Pinion  said. 

When  Pinion  came  six  years  ago,  he  ordered  a 
demographic  profile  from  the  state  convention 
board.  "The  demographics  indicated  there  were 
over  5,000  people  now  living  within  a  three-mile 
radius  of  the  church. 

"I  went  to  the  oldest  man  in  our  church  and 
asked  him  how  many  people  did  he  think  lived 
aroimd  the  church.  He  said,  'Well,  preacher,  I 
reckoned  there  are  about  600,'"  Pinion  recalled 

It  took  almost  two  years  from  the  removal  of 
the  old  structure  until  they  moved  into  the  new 
building.  During  that  time  they  met  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall,  a  mick  building  that  was  next  to 
the  old  sanctuary. 

"The  two-year  construction  time  seemed  long, 
but  iteave  us  the  opportunity  to  grow  in  our  giv- 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY:  $75 


Church/Association 
CauseyvilleAauderdale 
FBC,  Sand  HiTI/Greene 
Big  Creek/Calhoun 


Big  Creek/Calhoun 
Calyary/Lawrenee 
Spring  Creek/Neshoba 
Cherry  Creek/Pontotoc 
FBC,  Galilee/Mississippi 


CalvaryAVinston 
Pine  Grove/Jones 
East  Fork/Mississippi 

Church  Offering  Categories 


based  on  undesignated  gifts  reported 
the  Annual  Church  Profile  (Oct.  97-  Sept.  9$) 


World  Missions 
SBC 

$9,844,919 


HURCH  OFFERING 


CP  Stretch'  keeps  Miss,  in  shape 


Chvrch/ Association 

Shiloh/Lawrence 

Cato/Rankin 

Skene/Mid'Delta 

Springfield/Scott 

Union/Clarke 

Antioch/Rankin 

Meadviile/Franklin 

Sylvarena/Smith 

Harmontown/Lafayette 

Salem/Covin^on-Jeff  Davis 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr, 

Editor 


"CP  Stretch  is  not  just  about  money.  We  also  see 
it  as  a  way  to  stretch  essential  understanding  of  CP 
among  our  churches,  and  a  way  to  stretch  prayer 
support  for  CP,"  he  explained. 

^ch  year,  Michel  sharpens  his  pencil  and 
pores  over  records  to  find  the  top  100  Mississippi 
churches  in  CP  support. 

"These  churches  qualify  for  the  Cooperative 
— — Program  Century  Club. 


Fitness  instructors  believe  preparation  for  an> 
major  physical  activity  should  begin  with  a  peri¬ 
od  of  stretching.  When  it  coiTtei^to  supporting 
the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  (CP),  th< 
state's  'fitness  instructor'  feels  the  same  wav. 


rrogram  century  L.lub.  they  rep¬ 
resent  churches  which  have 
courageously  chosen  to  make 
mission  support  through  CP  a 
high  priority.  — 

"All  churches  in  the  state  are 
grouped  into  ten  catej 


Church/Association 
New  Hebron/Lawrence 
Hickory/Newtcn 


group^  into  ten  categori^^ased 
on  undesign^ed  offera^s  as* 
reported  on  the  Annual  Cmu^ 
Profile.  Each  category  contains 
about  2(X)  churches. 

"The  churches  in  each  cate¬ 
gory  are  ranked  according  to 
tneir  1998  CP  gifts  as  received  in 
the  MBCB  accounting  office. 
The  top  ten  churches  in  each 
category  _  are 


Pelahatchie/Rankin 
Carroliton/Carroll 
Crowder/North  Delta 
FBC,  Magnolia/Pike 
Bunker  Hill/Marion 
FBC,  Sardis/Panola 
FBC,  CoffeevilleAalobusha 
Ecru/Pontotoc 


listed  in  the 
Century  Club  and  published  in 

STRETCHING  OUT  —  David  Michel  (standing),  director  of  stew-  The  Baptist  Record  (see  left  and 
ardship  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  right  margins). 

explains  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  Stretch  campaign  materials  to  .1 _ 

members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB)  and  important  and  hoi 

_ I  _ _/  _ _ .  • _ _  _  *  .  *1  y  i  i  *  *  . 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY  $250,000  -  $499,999 

Church/Association  CP  Gifts 

Briar  Hill/Rankin  $103,8B0 

FBC,  WaynesboroAVayne  $101,321 

Midway/Lauderdale  $  85,693 

Tate/Alcorn  $81,510 

FBC,  Baldwyii/Lee  $  76,746 

Forest/Scott  $  73,714 

FBC,  Coliinsville/Lauderdale  $  71,935 

FBC,  Coldwater/Northwest  $  70,949 

Tylertown/Walthall  $  70,031 

Prentiss/Covington-Jeff  Davis  $  69,144 


Every  church's  gift  for  CP  is 
— — !  ’.jly  unto  the 
associational  directors  of  missions  (DOM)  during  an  April  6  luncheon  Lord,  no  matter  the  size  of  the 
at  Lee  Association  center  in  Tupelo.  Among  those  attending  the  meet-  gift.  The  Century  Club  allows 
ing  were  (seated,  from  left)  Tommy  Peters,  board  member  from  Union  us  to  celebrate  in  an  equitable 
Association;  Kenny  Digby,  DOM  for  Alcorn  Association;  J.C.  Prather,  way  what  is  best  about  us  all, 
DOM  for  Prentiss  Association;  and  Billy  Roberts,  board  member  from  ana  challenges  each  of  us  to 
Prentiss  Association.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  )r.)  move  toward  more  sacrificial 

giving,"  he  said. 

David  Michel,  director  of  stewardship  for  the  For  more  information  on  CP  Stretch  and 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  is  other  stewardship  programs,  contact  Michel  at 
in  the  rmast  of  his  annual  nine-meeting  trek  around  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
the  state  to  promote  "CP  Stretch,"  a  campaign  to  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  outside 
increase  awareness  among  Mississippi  Baptists  of  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
the  importance  of  CP. 

The  meetings  consist  of  a 
luncheon  and  CP  Stretch  pre¬ 
sentation  by  Michel  to  local 
members  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
and  associational  directors  of 
missions  (DOM). 

"We  have  100  members  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  We  ask 
them  to  become  personally 
involved  by  calling  on  then- 
local  churches  to  stretch 
their  support  for  CP. 

"The  basic  premise  is 
we're  trying  to  put  a  person¬ 
al  face  on  CP.  When  church 
members  see  someone  they 
know  appealing  to  them  to 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY:  $500,000  -  $999,999 


Church/Association 
FBC,  Yazoo  CityAazoo 
FBC,  Winona/Montgomery 
FBC,  Columbia/Manon 
FBC,  Greenville/Washington 
West  Heights/Pontotoc 
FBC,  Louisville/Winston 
FBC,  Batesville/Panola 
FBC,  GrenadVNorth  Central 
FBC,  Picayune/Pearl  River 
FBC,  Kosciusko/Attala 


State 

Benevolent 

Institutions 

$1,960,177 

7.38% 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY:  $1,000,000  &  above 


Church/Association  CP  ( 

FBC,  Jackson/Metro  $536 

Broadmoor/Metro  $355 

Calvary/Lee  $309, 

FBC,  Brandon/Rankin  $301, 

Colonial  Heights/Metro  $246, 

Harrisburg/Lee  $240, 

FBC,  Columbus/Golden  Triangle  $240, 

FBC,  Clinton/Metro  $237, 

Morrison  Heights/Metro  $232, 

Temple-Hattiesburg/Lebanon  $201, 

Church  Offering  Categories  based  on  undesignated  gifts  reported 
on  the  Annual  Church  Profile  (Oct.  97-  Sept.  98) 


to  them  to 
in  this  case,  a 
local  Baptist  serving  on  the 
state  convention  board  — 
they  feel  a  closer  affinity 
because  it  doesn't  seem  to  be 
such  a  far-away  concept," 
Michel  said. 

However,  Michel  wants 
CP  Stretch  to  reach  out  far¬ 
ther  than  the  financial  sup¬ 
port  aspect  of  the  campaign. 


Evangelism 
and  Mission* 
$4,135,666 
15.54% 


Felucatinrs 

S5392.411 

21.01% 


Grand  Toiai 

$26,607,890 


Glorieta,  Ridgecrest  undergo  name  changes 


lish  and  maintain  spiritual 
integrity  in  ministry,  among 
other  topics. 

Twice  a  year,  Ridgecrest  also 
plans  to  offer  "Your  Church 
Staff  Retreat,"  designed  to 
offer  time  and  experiences  for 
staff  bonding,  calendar  plan¬ 
ning,  relationship  building 
and  spiritual  counseling. 

Nationally  recognized  pas¬ 
tors  will  address  participants, 
while  ministry  consultants 
also  will  be  available  to  meet 
one-on-one  with  church  staffs. 


Jesus  Cftrist 


'^Rpjuests  tfie  ^Honori 
of ‘ybur  •Presence  L 
in^Hcaven!  I 


Glorieta  and  Ridgecrest 
have  been  providing  LifeWay- 
staffed  anci  -coordinated  lead¬ 
ership  conferences  for 
decaues,  primarily  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  months. 

Some  of  the  more  popular 
events  include  Sunday  School 
leadership  conferences,  disci- 
pleship  conferences,  church 
music  week,  and  Centrifuge 
camps  for  youth, 

LifeWay  has  conducted 
research  to  better  determine 
customer  needs,  provided 
more  customer  service  training 
for  employees  and  hired  event 
planning  directors  at  both  con¬ 
ference  centers  —  Wendell 
Newman  at  Glorieta  and 
Tommy  Gilmore  at  Ridgecrest. 

"Our  goal  is  to  design  prac¬ 
tical  ana  relevant  conferences 
and  events  which  appeal  to 
contemporary  evangelical 
believers,"  Gilmore  said. 

"We  want  people  to  experi¬ 
ence  a  sense  or  community 
while  they’re  on  campus  and 
leave  feeling  challenged  to  be 
more  Christlike.  As  they  return 
home,  we  want  them  motivat¬ 
ed  to  make  a  positive  impact  in 
their  families,  churches  and 
communities,"  he  added. 


Yoi  C\\  Rksponi)  Ri(;ht  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Gait  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedtrm  from  eternal  death. 

(/  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesm.}^ 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  1  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(!  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  ^ave  the  riaht  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
.spiritual  guidance. 


Skin  cancer  continues  to  be  a  major  health  problem  among  Americans. 
According  to  the  National  Cancer  Institute,  approximately  half  of  all  new 
cancers  diagnosed  in  Americans  is  skin  cancer,  with  about  1  million  new  cases 
each  year.  The  two  most  common  types  of  skin  cancer  are  basal  cell  carcinoma 
and  squamous  cell  carcinoma.  Basal  cell  carcinoma  accounts  for  more  than 
90%  of  all  skin  cancers  in  the  U.S.,  but  is  a  slow-growing  cancer  that  seldom 
spreads  to  other  parts  of  the  body.  Squamous  cell  carcinoma  is  more  rare,  but 
is  more  likely  to  spread  than  the  basal  cell  variety. 

Another  type  of  skin  cancer  is  melanoma,  which  can  occur  on  any  skin  surface. 

In  men,  it  is  often  found  on  the  torso,  head  or  neck;  in  women,  it  often  develops 
on  the  lower  legs.  The  chance  of  developing  melanoma  increases  with  age,  but 
this  disease  can  affect  people  of  all  ages.  Melanoma  is  one  of  the  most 
common  cancers  among  young  adults. 

Warning  signs  might  include  changes  on  the  skin,  especially  a  new  growth  or  a 
sore  that  doesn't  heal.  The  sore  may  take  a  variety  of  forms,  appearing  as  a 
small,  shiny,  waxy  lump,  or  a  firm,  red  lump.  Sometimes  the  lump  bleeds  or 
develops  a  crust.  Skin  cancer  can  also  start  as  a  flat,  red  spot  that  is  rough,  dry 
or  scaly.  Skin  cancer  may  occur  anywhere  on  the  body,  but  areas  that  are 
exposed  to^the  sun  are  at  greatest  risk. 

While  early  detection  is  the  best  prevention  against  skin  cancer,  it's  also 
important  to  honor  those  wiho  have  battled  or  are  battling  cancer.  Baptist  will 
observe  Cancer  Survivors  Day  on  Saturday,  June  5,  from  12:30  -2:30  p.m.  in  the 
Colonnades  Medical  Office  Building,  located  on  the  north  side  of  Baptist 
Medical  Center.  The  day's  events  include  food,  fellowship  and  entertainment, 
featuring  host  Woodie  Assaf  of  WLBT.  Join  us  as  we  celebrate  victories  over 
cancer  and  commit  ourselves  to  helping  those  who  are  still  fighting. 


April  30  -  May  1 
Fri.  5:30  p.m.  -  Sat.  3  p.m. 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 

Cost:  $26 

(includes  lodging,  meals,  and  program) 

Simple  and  effective  missions  team 

TRAINING  FOR  YOUTH  AND  LEADERS  WHO  WILL  BE 

INVOLVED  IN  MINISTRY  THIS  SUMMER. . 

ExHTrYgistration 


mirrtHni  tlw  Bmntt  ol  Wh  Cucir  tmmmn 

For  more  informatior),  call  the  Baptist  Health  Urte  at  1 ..800-948.6262. 


Phone 


Name. 


Address 


Church - - Associciti 

Number  of  people - -  X  $ 

Dfadline:  Apki’ 

For  more  .',j.tri  .ttirj  and  to 
Tammy  Anderse  i,  WML  I'O  P 

8i.k. or  H  -29. 


The  Baptist  Ki  cokd 


April  15, 1999 


Just  for  the  Record 


Baptist  Health  Systems  will  from  12:30-2:30  p.m.  in  the  con- 
hold  its  first-ever  "Protect,?  ference  room  of  the  Colonnades 


Detect  &  Survive"  cancer 
awareness  day  on  June  5  at 
Baptist  Medical  Center  in 
JacKson.  Screenings  will  be  held 
by  appointment  from  9  a.m.- 
noon,  with  pre-registration 
information  sent  to  participants 
prior  to  the  event.  To  register  for 
’'Protect,  Detect  &  Survive,"  or 
for  more  information,  call  the 
Baptist  Health  Line  at  1-800-948- 
6262.  The  day's  activities  will 
also  include  the  annual  obser¬ 
vance  of  Cancer  Survivors'  Day 


Youth  of  First  Church,  Boyle,  made  a  giant  valentine  card  in  con¬ 
junction  with  True  Love  Waits.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Michael 
Crammer,  Lola  Crawford,  Denise  Beaver,  and  Rachel  Therrell.  Louis 
Holloway  is  the  youth  director. 


Flowood  Church,  Brandon, 
will  hold  its  annual  Golf 
Tournament  on  April  24  at 
Willow  Creek  Golf  Course.  For 
more  information,  call  Janice 
Cook,  at  (601)  992-3711 

(evenings). 

Leake  County  youth  choir 
recently  returned  from  their 
^ring  "break  tour  and  ski  trip. 
The  cnoir  consisted  of  60  7tn- 
12th  graders  with  16  adults 
traveling  with  them.  The  choir 
was  the  effort  of  five  local 
churches:  First,  Carthage; 

Trinity,  Carthage;  Carthage 
United  Methodist;  Madden, 
Madden;  and  Corinth, 
Singleton. 

Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting.  I 
_ .  .  folding  doors. 

Church  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  &  <> 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Winston  County  Crusade 
for  Christ  will  be  held  at  the 
Louisville  Coliseum  May  2-7  at 
7  p.m.  each  night.  Exangelist 
will  be  Bill  fezeman  from 
Mobile,  Ala.  Music  evai^elist 
will  be  Gerald  and  Cindy 
Simmons  from  Gulfport.  For 
more  information,  call  Tim 
Parker  at  (601)  773-6398. 


Calvary,  Cleveland,  note  burning  chairman 


Medical  Office  Building. 

Temple  Church,  Petal,  will 
have  a  special  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  for  cornpletion  of  the 
remodeling  of  the  church 
grounds  and  facilities  at  the  11 
a.m.  worship  service  on  April 
18.  Open  house  and  refresh¬ 
ments  will  follow  the  ser\'ices. 

Calvary  Church,  Cleveland, 
recently  had  a  note  burning. 
The  church  bought  six  acres  of 
land,  built  an  entire 
church  plant,  and  bought 
a  staff  member  home.  In 
all  the  church  had  spent 
over  a  million  dollars  with 
most  of  it  being  borrowed. 
The  original  note  was  in 
the  amount  of  $350,000. 
Since  the  note  burning  the 
church  has  been  able  to 
purchase  a  new  van,  and 
remain  free  of  debt. 
Pictured  (from  left)"afe* 
Mike  Easley,  deacon;  Bob 
Hill,  pastor  of  20  years; 
and  George  Barefoot, 
chairman  or  deacons. 


Revival  Dates 


Glade,  Laurel:  April  18-21; 
Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Tommy 
Mitchell,  speaker;  Keith  Davis, 
music;  Mike  Thompson,  pastor. 

Unity,  West:  April  15-17;  7 
p.m.;  Jerry  Jackson,  Sturgis, 
evangelist;  Skipper  Maxwell, 
music;  Jessie  Scott  Jr.,  pastor. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MEG.  CO. 

BAPTISTRIES  ’ 

,1  WATER  HEATERS  i 

/!  STEEPLES  I 

..  CROSSES  I 


TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


CLAS^iED  ADS 

RATE;  Til  cents  per  word,  $S  mintmum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advr-rtis- 
ing.  Include  name,  address  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS 

Fr'.iliirinp  li  to  1  S  |  i.issr'npor 
V.1I1S,  t  iistoniizecl  and  pain'l 
v,ms.  Daily  and  WL't'kly  r.itos, 
Aiilr)  iX  Iriick  RL*nt€»l,  )a(  kson 
:(>01  ;  ‘*4H.  t  iMl  .  SilU  O  ldf>S. 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi’s  onlv 
-ninkf  and  .lUohol  IrL'c  Bowiinji 
(  onitT  i  aH  alHiul  liukuis,  !;roti|.i 
rates,  iiinrl  r.tiscrs.  and  Umpucs. 
Lot  ated  .it  tijll  (  «><i|M'r  Ro.kI  |a(  kson, 
•  :S  Did  ■  -■tH) 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Mr'ridi.in,  _  Or'sipn,  Eal>ri(  atinn. 
Ki'p.iir,  t.ix  illListrations  (fiOI) 

4b  or  >  .ill  l  -«O0- 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
GLASS  STUDIO:  Windows  lor  cluin  h 
or  lionin,  Allitxl  Mr-mln-r  Amerir  .tn 
Sociniv  oi  Interior  l)es|^ners, 
(  olumlnis  ((>01)  1J«-1H‘)<I 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSICAOUTH.  Send  resumes  to 
First  Ba|)tisi  Churih  P,().  Box  tSJ, 
H.imburK,  Arkansas  ri(>4(>. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  ( )utd<x)r  iwinthall 
HanK-s!  Year-r<KirKl!  10  years  ex|x*ri- 
ente.  Brxik  yours  tixlay!  Curry  CriH'k 
Oukirxtrs,  1  lOl  Old  Hwy  4‘i,  Seminary, 
MS  10470.  ((,01)  722-‘MHX). 


CHURCH  RETREAT  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND  Panama  ( dv  B«  a<  h, 
Florida  Chriice  date's  asailahie  this 
summer.  Reasonable  rales,  morlern 
florm  tat  ililies,  JOO  It.  Irom  Gull  oi 
.Me\[cu.  A  ministry  ol  First  Baptist 
(  hurth  1-800-2  54-04HB  for  rietails. 
Website:  w  w  w.lbt  pt  b.i  om  F-mail 
.uitlress?  ibt  pc  l>«?pana(  dm  ■.  orn. 

SUMMER  VACATION  HOUSE 
available  to  (  hrislian  i.imllies 
weekly  rate  savinps.  i  BR  on 
Pan.ima  City  Beach,  12  blot  k  from 
Ciult  For  details  call  I  iisi  Ba(>iist 
C'hurcb  Panama  City  Beat  li  Florida 
1  -800-2  J4-04HH.W.  bs,te: 
www.lbtptb.com  E-mail  .iddress; 
iht  p<  b<??panat om.com. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  ^  used. 
Baptistries.  slee|,les,  \  siainerl 
plass.  MS  \  AT, A.  I -800-8  !0-0",8  L 
ATTENTION:  tonimitletl  toupit's  to  work 
tull-time  with  ai-risk’  thiltlren  in  resitlen- 
tial  setting.  OpfMirtunities  throughout 
Alabama.  Minimum  HS  diploma. 
Benefits  include  8C/BS  PMD,  TD.A,  life 
insurance,  sick  leave,  v.ication,  living 
exiienses.  Call  1  -800-548-425(>  or  write  to 
Box  240009  Monlgotnery,  At  f(,l24-()()0. 


Union,  Brandon:  April  17-20; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Sat.,  Mon.,  ancl 
Tues.,  7  p.m.;  Llomer  Martinez, 
evangelist;  Jasper  Butler,  music; 
Brent  Bozeman,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Silver  Creek:  April 
18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Dale 
Authement,  Jayess,  evangelist; 
Tim  Morrison,  Monticello, 
music;  Leon  W'allace,  pastor. 

Yale  Street,  Cleveland:  April 
18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  6:30  p.m.; 
Rick  Coram,  Ocala,  Fla.,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Brent  and  Erica  Murray, 
Aeweirth,  Ga.,  music. 

Parkway,  Houston:  April  25- 
28;  Suntiav,  11  a  m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.,  noon  services  and 
7  p.m.;  Sonny  Adkins,  director. 
Evangelism  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ctinvention 
Board,  e\  angelisl;  T.  R.  Darse\, 
Winona,  music;  H.  Gregg 
Thomas,  pastiir. 


Miss.  Baptist 
college  news 

Haydn's  Creation  will  be 
performed  by  Mississippi 
College  Concert  Chorale  in 
Swor  Auditorium  on  April  19  at 
7:30  p.m.  The  performance  cel¬ 
ebrates  the  200th  anniversary  of 
the  public  premiere  of  Haydn's 
timeless  oratorio,  which  dramat¬ 
ically  retells  the  story  of  God's 
work  in  the  creation  of  the 
world.  For  more  information 
call  (601)  925-3440. 

The  Mississippi  College 

office  of  continuing  education 
will  offer  a  GMAT  review 
course.  The  cost  of  this  course 
is  $125.  It  will  be  held  on  April 
2_4  at  OTJO-a.nir  For  additional 
Informafiori?  call  Mary  Lea 
Nations  at  (601)  925-3264. 


Friendship  East,  Charleston; 
April  18-21;  services,  7  p.m.; 
Jody  Domingue,  Eldorado,  Ark., 
evangelist;  J.  G.  Thomas,  pastor. 

Country  Woods  (Metro): 
April  29-May  2;  7  p.m.  each 
evening;  speakers  include  Jim 
Futral,  executive  director/ trea¬ 
surer,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB); 
Frank  Gunn,  Biloxi;  Barry 
Clingan,  Brandon;  Paul  Jones, 
Christian  Action  Commission; 
Graham  Smith,  director. 
Church  Music,  MBCB. 

South  McComl)  (Pike):  April 
18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6;.30 

g.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.,  Cjary 
owlin,  Brandon,  eyangelist; 
Ken  Hedgepeth,  Monticello, 
music;  Ted  Bowlin,  pastier. 

Wess  Chapel,  Louisville: 
April  18-21;  7  pm.  nightly; 
Donnie  Guy,  Gulfport,  evange¬ 
list;  Scott  Prater,  Louisy  ille, 
music;  Tim  Parker,  pastoi. 


W.  H.  Barnett, 
age  68,  dies 

Warren  Hascal  "Bud" 
Barnett  of  Carriere  died  March 
22  in  Picayune.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  March  24  at 
Goodyear  Church,  Picayune. 
Barnett,  68,  was  on  the  staff  of 
Pearl  River  Association  for 
three  years.  He  is  surv'ived  by 
his  wife  Bobbie  Daughdrill 
Barnett  of  Carriere;  daughters, 
judy  Clements,  Saucier;  Kay 
Lafferty,  Carriere;  sisters,  Ethel 
Gordon,  Wilma  Slade,  Mary 
Walker,  Vivian  Stanford,  all  of 
Poplarville;  and  brother,  Buster 
Barnett,  also  of  Poplarville. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes.  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  tor:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 


Helps  pay  benefits  tor:  Hospital  Room,  mtensiy 
Surgery’,  Ambulance. 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Loyv  Rates! 

□  Prescription  Drug  Plan 

You  Pay:  $10.00  for  Generic 

$20.00  for  Name  Brand 
Drug  Plan  pavs  the  rest  up  to  a  maximum 
benefit  of  $$,LXX)  per  family  per  year. 
Honored  at  Walmart,  Freds,  Super  D 
and  many  more! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.E  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-880-2305 

□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 


Aprii  13,  1999- 


Tni  Badisi  Record 

"  "■'Ml:.! 


Staff  Changes 


"Phil  \V.iIclr<  |i  Minisirics  vxilh  Senior  Adults  is  the  iiiiisl 
outstanding  and  ellei  ti\e  means  ol  marhini;  an  entire 
tor  the  Word  nl  {,nd  and  the  testimony  of  |esu'  (  hri~t 
•  I  )r  ).ii  V  ( if.ih.im  • 


IRS  denial  of  church  tax  exemption  upheld 


vv,\sHi\c;ro\  (Bd  —  a 

k'lU'ral  judge  has  upheld  the 
loss  of  tax-exempt  ^latu'  for  j 
church  that  warned  Christians 
about  \ wting  for  Hill  Clinton  for 
prc'sident,  leaditig  eiitics  of  the 
ruling  to  issue  their  own  w  arn- 
ings  ti>  other  congregatiims. 

In  supporting  the  res  ocation 
of  the  tax  exempti(»n  of  The 
Church  at  Pierce  Creek  in 
Vestal,  \.Y.,  federal  judge  Paul 
Friedman  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  said  the  IKS  clearlv 
may  dc>  so  whett  an  c'rgani/a- 
tion  "publishc-s  an  adxertise- 
ment  in  opposition  to  a  candi¬ 
date  for  punlic  office,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  The  Washington  Times. 

It  is  the  first  IKS  ruling  strip¬ 
ping  the  tax  exemptiem  of  a 
church  nof  accused  of  being  a 
"sham  church"  or  whose  sin¬ 
cerity  was  unchallenged, 
Friedman  wrote,  but  he  also 
said  there  was  no  proof  of  a 
previous  incident  where  a 
church  "so  brazenly  claimed 
responsibility  for  a  political 
ad\ ertisement  in  a  national 
newspaper  and  solicited  tax- 
deductinle  donatic'ns"  tor  it, 
The  1  imes  reyH)rted. 

1  lu‘  IKS  ruled  again,-.l  the 
church  in  IWS  after  a  two-vear 
iin  esiigation  of  ade  erti-'S  nic'nts 
in  ls\  Todac  and  The- 

VVa^.l■'lne,tet'  dimes  tour  da\s 
bet'ip.  !:c  I'lei'tion  In 

those  issues,  the  churih  and 
others  sptinsorevl  the  same  tull- 
page  ad  under  the'  title 
"Christian  Beware."  ^  he  ad 
warned  Christians  not  ?o  ‘pid 
the  economy  ahead  ot  the  ten 
Commandments,"  If  askect 
how  Christians  .ould  \ote  for 
Clinton,  citing  his  support  of 
abortion,  homosexual  rights 
and  condom  distribution  in 
schools,  as  well  as  scriptures 
r>ppe)smg  such  positions. 

"The  Bible  warns  us  to  not 
follow  another  man  in  his  sin, 
nor  help  him  promote  sin  — 
lest  I  lod  chasten  us,"  the  ad 
said.  It  did  ni^t  endi>rse  either 
of  the  other  candidates,  incum¬ 
bent  President  Cieorge  Bush  or 
Ross  Perot. 

.\  Snithern  Baptist  public- 
policy  special!;!  called 
Friedman's  March  di)  decision 
an  "atrocity." 

"It  IS  \ery  scary  when  the 
genernment  starts  going  after 
legitimate  churches  simply 
because  it  divs  mg  approxe  of 
the  content  t)t  the  church's  free 
speech,"  said  Uill  Dodson,  the 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission's  (FRFC')  director 
of  public  policy. 

’"In  m\  opinion,  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  ni>  right  and  should 
have  no  right  to  monitor  the 
activities  of  .1  church  and 


penalize  that  church  for  activi¬ 
ties  which  the  government 
deems  political,"  he  said. 

Mark  Troobnick,  one  of  the 
law  yers  ho  argued  tor  the 
church,  said  "there  is  a  definite 
reason  for  churches  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  ab'oLit  what  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  trying  to  do." 

In  this  kind  of  situation, 
"churches  start  censoring 
themselves"  because  they  do 
not  know  w  hen  they  will  cross 
the  ILLS'  line,  he  said. 

"(Tihe  MLx’ral  churches  should 
lx‘  in',!  as  concerned  as  the  con- 
seryative  churches,  because 
what's  gixxl  tor  the  g(x>se  is  gexxd 
for  the  gander,"  said  Tnxibnick,  a 
lawyer  for  the  American  Center 
for  Liyy  and  Justice. 

The  church's  layvyers 
"shoyved  many,  many',  many 
examples  of  ...  Democratic 
candidates  campaigning  in 
churches  yvithout  any  inci¬ 
dents,"  but  Friedman  made  a 
"bright-line  distinction"  in  his 
ruling  betyveen  yvhat  is  said 
from  the  pulpit  and  yvhat  a 


SBC  day  camp 
explores  7  Can 
Do  It,  Too!' 


ALPHARETTA,  (ia.  (BP)— 
Special  activities  are  planned 
again  this  year  for  children  of 
parents  attending  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Atlanta. 
The  "I  Can  Do  It,  Too!"  day 
camp  will  be  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  June  I  S-lb. 

The  day  camp  is  for  Ixiys  and 
girls  who  will  have  complefcxl 
grades  one  through  six  by  June 
of  this  year.  Registration  is  open 
to  the  first  200  children,  and 
pre-registration  is  available  by 
calling  the  LifeWay  Christian 
Resource  Center  Advanced 
Registration  line  at  (800)  2.S4- 
2022  or  through  the  Internet  at 
www.registration@litey\ ay.com. 

This  ytxir  the  cost  is  $70. 
The  schedule  is  Tuc'sclay,  8 
a.m.  to  ,S  p.m.  (lunch  incluclc*cli 
and  Wednesday  8  a.m.  to 
n(K)n.  Parents  yvill  be  re(|uirc'd 
to  sign  a  medic  al  release*  for 
their  c  hildren. 

Volunteers  stall  the'  dav 
camp,  and  anyone*  y\ho  is 
interested  in  volunlc*c*ring 
should  call  (770)  7()4-0>C)r. 


it  outside  the  church's  domain. 

An  appeal  will  be  filed, 
Trcx)bnicK  said. 

Randall  Terry',  founder  of  the 
anti-abortion  group  Operation 
Rescue,  was  a  member  of  the 
church  when  the  ad  was  placed. 


Thirty-eighth  Avenue  Petal.  G.  Wilev  Abel  is  pastor  of 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  has  called  .T8th  .Avenue  Church. 
Bradley 
White  IS  min¬ 
ister  ot  niusic. 


Horseshoe  Church,  Tchula,  pastor.  He  is  a 
has  called  Kerry  Burrough  as  graduate  x>f 
pastesr  effcctiy'e  March  21.  He  Mississippi 
was  previously  pastor  of  College  and 
Simmons  Memorial,  Flora.  Nenv  Orleans 

Seminary  and 

lames  E.  Messer  Sr.  has  is  currently 
become  staff  evangelist  for  pursuing  his 
C'y  press  Shores  Church,  Ph.D.  in  Neyv 
MoLiile,  Ala.  He  previously  Testament, 
served  as  staff^evangelis^for  Futral  previ- 
"  ‘  ’  ‘  evAAla.  ously  served 


ree'eived  his 
education  at 
V\  I  I  1  i  a  m 
Carey  Collc*ge 
and  is  pursu¬ 
ing  a  master 
of  music 
degree  at 
Neyv  (Vleans 
Seminary.  He  previously  served 
at  First  Church  of  Runnelstown, 


White 


Futral 


First  Church,  Theodon 
Messer  mav  be  reached  at  1 
800-653-665'2  or  (334)  661-9631 


Homecomings 


sanxm 


Calvary,  Durant:  April  18; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal;  The 
Sons  of  Faith  featured  in  after¬ 
noon  singing;  Aubrey 
McLellan  pastored  Eastside 
Baptist  Mission  in  1955-.S6 
which  later  became  Calvary 
Church,  guest  speaker;  Willie 
Bishop,  pastor. 

Harmony  (Carroll):  April  25; 
services,  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  on 
the  grounds  at  noon;  annual 
cemetery  association  met'ting 
with  election  of  officers;  George 
Smith,  director  of  missions, 
speaker;  Ken  Gower,  p<istor. 


•  Dr.  Dihhis  Swahbero 
•  Russell  Newport 


ministry  of  phil  waldrep 
evangelistic  association 


CONffttENCIS 


Church  Buses 

•  We  ^uv  used  Duses 

•  Guaranie-'d  tu-.  f.ajK  pi  igr.im 

Carpenter  Hu  Sales,  Inc 
Bwntwood,  Tenn. 

■'  ■9001-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 

WWW  carpenterbus.com 
S;.\.  1  /'-.’t 


1-800*  478o0819  •  Call  today! 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  sUx'k 
Available  in  12  to  43  passengers 


Family  Bible  Series 

True  nourishment 


John  6:1-59 


Beth  W.  Cat 


The  boy  loved  days  like  this 
when  he  could  go  exploring. 
Lately  there  had  been  s6me 
excitement  in  his  village.  There 
was  a  man  named  JeSus  who 
was  healing  people! 

One  day  the  boy  had  been 
close  enough  in  the  crowd  to 
see  the  look  of  love  on  Jesus' 
face  as  he  talked  to  a  poor  man 
who  couldn't  walk.  Suddenly 
the  lame  man  picked  up  his  be3 
and  walkea  away.  How 
amazed  the  boy  was  to  see  a 
miracle  right  before  his  v'ery 
eyes!  He  wasn't  sure  if  it  really 
happened  or  if  it  were  some 
kina  of  trick. 


He  decided  to  try  to 
follow  Jesus  to  hear 
more  of  his  stories  and 
see  if  he  could  see  any  Cape 
more  miracles.  He 
could  just  feel  in  his  bones  that  I 
there  was  something  special  : 
about  this  man.  As  he  walked  I 
alongjooking  for  Jesus  he  dis-  i 
covered  that  there  were  other 
j^ople  looking  for  him,  too.  ( 
They  finally  found  him  on  a  I 
hillside  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  I 
There  was  a  lot  of  talk  in  the  I 
crowd  that  day.  Some  people  I 
were  saying  that  Jesus'  special 
friend,  John  the  Baptist,  had  ( 
been  brutally  killed  mat  mom-  i 
ing  bv  King  Hercxl's  men.  Other  I 
people  were  talking  about  peo-  j 


pie  they  knew  who  had 
been  healed  by  Jesus. 
One  woman  said  that  she 
had  been  at  a  wedding 
where  Jesus  had  turned 
water  into  wine!  An  old 
man  said  that  he  had 
been  told  by  a  friend  that 
knew  one  of  the  disci¬ 
ples,  that  Jesus  had  actu- 
•  allywalked  on  water! 

The  boy  listened  care¬ 
fully  to  all  the  talk.  He  was  just  a 
small  boy  so  it  was  easy  for  him 
to  wander  around  in  the  crowd 
and  work  his  way  near  to  Jesus. 

The  boy  heard  Jesus  ask  the 
disciples  where  they  could  get 
food  for  all  these  people.  One  of 
the  disciples  named  Phillip  said 
that  it  would  take  much  monev 
to  buy  food  for  all  those  people. 

Suddenly  a  thoughtful  look 
came  on  the  boy's  face.  He 
remembered  his  bread  and  fish. 
His  stomach  was  starting  to 
growl.  He  couldn't  very  well 


Life  and  Work 

Through  depression  to  hope 

1  Kings  19 


By  Doug  Bain 


Eager  Bible  students  often 
find  in  Scripture  a  treasure  trove 
of  all  kinds  of  information.  Some 
propc^se  find  a  storehouse  of 
scientific  data  and  some  find 
there  a  textbook  of  psycholog\'. 
We  exentually  learn,  however, 
that  Scripture  is  a  library  about 
the  ways  of  God  with  mankind 
and  mankind's  response.  E\en 
though  scriptum  is  not  a  text 
book  of  psvchologv,  there  is 
extensive  insight  about  deep 
interior  experience.  Many  bibli¬ 
cal  writers  suffered  from  inner 
distress  and  emotional  pain, 
e\en  a  persistent  experience  of 
the  "valley  of  the  shadow."  This 
was  true  for  faithful  Elijah,  the 
very  one  seen  later  by  Israel  as 
her  supreme  prophet,  yet  the 
very  one  suffering  despondency. 


Depression  can  arise 
from  many  sources, 
such  as  loss,  failure,  _  . 

anger,  injustice,  and 
unmet  expectations. 

A  close  reading  of  the  text  can 
trace  the  move  through  depres¬ 
sion  toward  hope. 

Anyone  can  get  depressed 
(vv.  l-5a).  After  the  x'ictorv 
under  gixi  at  Mt.  Carmel,  Elijah 
fled  for  his  life  from  Jezebel's 
threat.  Reaching  the  southern 
limits  of  Judah,  Elijah  sat  down 
under  a  desert  shrub  and  said,  "1 
have  had  ent>ugh  —  take  me 
out."  In  his  fear  and  frustration, 
he  went  two  steps  further  to  con¬ 
clude  that  his  work  was  in  \'ain 
and  therefore  his  life  was  not 
worth  the  effort,  he  then  "fell 
asleep,"  with  the  dmwsiness  that 
often  accompanied  depression. 
A  man  of  faith  became  depressed 


Explore  the  Bible 

All  I  need 


Psalm  23 


Ken  Hester 


The  twenty-  dTfTd  Psalm 
rushes  special  memories  to 
each  of  our  minds.  Heniy  Ward 
Beecher  once  wrote,  '’It  has 
charmed  more  griefs  to  rest 
than  all  the  philosophy  of  the 
world.  It  has  poured  balm  and 
consolation  into  the  heart  of  the 
sick,  of  captiyes  in  dungeons,  of 
widows  in  their  pinching 
griefs,  of  orphans  in  tneir  lone¬ 
liness.  Dying  soldiers  haye  died 
easier  as  it  was  read  to  them." 

This  short  psalm  of  David 
encourages  the  believer  to  rest  in 
the  care  of  the  Gotxl  Shepherd. 
CkkI  provides,  secures,  and  loves 
those  in  his  fltKk.  As  believers 
we  are  owned  twice;  first,  at  cre¬ 
ation,  then  at  salvation.  Being 


his,  we  can  celebrate 
his  activity  in  our  lives. 

God  provides  (23:1-  u-, 

2).  "I  shall  not  want" 
actually  means,  "I  shall  not  lack." 
This  statement  does  not  mean 
life  will  be  easy.  This  statement, 
howex  er,  dcx?s  make  a  statement 
of  faithful  contentment  with  the 
Master's  provision. 

Phillip  Keller,  in  his  bmik  A 
Shepherd's  Ltxik  at  Psalm  23, 
wrote  that  sheep  need  four  nec¬ 
essary  conditions  to  lie  down  in 
the  green  pastures.  They  need 
Ui  be  free  from  fear  since  their 
only  defense  is  running.  They 
need  to  be  free  from  friction 
within  the  flock.  When  the 
butting  order  is  being  set,  an 
unsuspecting  butt  can  cause 
great  damage.  They  also  need 


Hester 


when  life  seemed  to  ca\e 
in  on  him.  Even  though 
there  was  evidence  that 
pointed  tovxard  hope  and 
confidence  in  the  triumph 
of  God's  purposes,  still 
depression  descended. 
Such  an  experience  slips  in 
the  back  dix>r  and  oxer- 
xvhelms  many  a  faithful 
beliexer. 

Depression  calls  for 
caring  (vv.  5b-8).  God  in  his 
prox idyia;provided  care  for 
Elijab^^ttei^txm  to  basic  rou¬ 
tined  and  bas\^  necessities, 
attention  to  physical  as  xvell  as 
emotional  care,  are  crucial  to 
breaking  the  cycle  of  despair. 
Travel  to  a  meaningful  Icxation 
can  also  serx  e  as  gcxxd  therapx'. 
The  journey  to  Mt.  Horeb 
(apparentlv  Mt.  Sinai  where 
Goa  had  established  his 
covenant  xvith  Israel)  was  some 
250  miles  beyond  Beersheba. 
The  "40  days  and  nights"  is  a 
span  of  tinie  which  Gtxl  sus¬ 
tains  his  serx  ants,  as  he  did  for 
Moses  and  for  Jesus. 

God's  presence  provides 


freedom  from  pest  and 
insects.  They  finally 
need  to  be  free  from 
hunger.  Sheep  will  look 
for  ux>d  until  they  find 
it.  Sheep  only  lay  down 
with  full  stomachs  in 
green  pastures. 

The  Shepherd  also 
j  provides  still  waters. 

Keller  wrote,  "If  not  led  to 
the  good  water  supplies  of 
clean,  pure  water,  they  (sheep) 
will  often  end  up  drinIcing  from 
the  polluted  pot  holes  where 
they  pick  up  such  internal  para¬ 
sites  as  nematodes,  lixer  flukes 
or  other  disease  germs."  For 
this  reason,  God  provides  his 
sheep  with  deep  streams  full  of 
lix'ing  water. 

God  secures  (23:3-4).  When 
we  look  at  this  psalm  from  a 
sheep's  point  of  xiew,  we  readi¬ 
ly  understand  the  need  for 
restoration.  Sheep  can  some¬ 
times  become  casts.  Keller 
wrote  that  a  casts  sheep  is  one 
that  has  rolled  ov'er  on  its  back 


open  up  his  lunch  and  start  eat¬ 
ing  when  no  one  else  had  any 
food,  his  mother  had  taught 
him  better  manners  than  that! 

He  didn't  know  what  to  do 
but  he  knew  that  Jesus  didn't 
have  any  food.  Maybe  Jesus 
could  use  his  food!  It  wasn't 
much  but  the  boy  remembered 
all  the  stories  that  he  had  heard 
about  Jesus.  He  knew  that  the 
people  around  might  make  fun 
of  nim,  but  he  knew  Jesus 
wouldn't  make  fun  of  him. 

He  looked  at  Jesus  once 
more  and  knew  what  he  had  to 
do.  The  little  boy  went  to  the 
disciple  named  Phillip  and 
askeu  him  to  give  Jesus  ex'erx'- 
thing  he  had;  two  loaxes  of 
bread  and  five  fishes. 

It  xvasn't  much  but  he  gave  it 
willingly,  ex'ery thing  he  had. 
Because  of  this  small  boy's  gift, 
Jesus  gave  bread  and  fish  to 
more  than  3,000  people. 
Because  of  this  bov's  girt,  Jesus 


hope  (vv.  9b-12).  God  called 
Elijah  to  attention  with  one  sim¬ 
ple  question:  "What  are  x'ou 
doing  here?"  That  question 
unleashed  a  flotxl  of  self  pitx', 
characteristic  of  depression.  It 
also  opened  up  on  Elijah's  mis¬ 
taken  perspectix  e  on  his  circum¬ 
stances.  "I  am  the  only  one  left, 
and  they  are  about  to  wipe  me 
off  the  face  of  the  earth. After 
Gtxl  alloxved  him  to  express  his 
feelings,  he  then  invited  Elijah  to 
witness  the  dix  ine  presence  in  a 
way  that  showed  Elijah's  false 
expectations.  He  was  Iwking  for 
evidence  of  Gixl  in  powerful, 
dynamic  displays  of  incrediblf’ 
'  force.  "\'o,  not  there,  Elijali’ 
Then  comes  "a  gentle  whisper" 
and  a  sense  of  the  presence  of 
Gtxl  in  a  xvay  least  exp» .  U'd. 
Gtxl  gets  to  the  stxirct  of  de,  s- 
sive  conclusions  bx  t'g’  ;\e 
restructuring,"  shovx  ing  hoe  far 
our  expectations  are  wide  of  tlie 
mark.  The  unexpected  presence 
of  Gtxi  is  in  the  gentle  whisper, 
with  the  gift  of  his  presence,  cor¬ 
recting  false  assumptions. 

God  offers  fulnllment  (xrv. 


and  cannot  roll  back  to  its  legs. 
They  will  begin  to  kick  in  the  air 
unable  to  move.  Gases  build  up 
in  the  rumen,  bltx>d  circulation 
stops,  and  the  sheep  become 
vulnerable  to  predators. 

The  Shepnerd  sometimes 
finds  us  on  our  backs,  unable  to 
move  and  vulnerable  to  preda¬ 
tors.  He  then  comes  to  set  us  on 
our  feet  and  either  puts  us  to 
work  to  reduce  the  spiritual  fat 
or  shears  our  excess  actix  ities 
from  our  lix'es. 

When  walking  with  God 
doxvn  the  path  of  righteousness, 
there  will  be  times  when  we 
walk  through  a  valley.  The 
word  "through"  means  that 
God  dix’s  not  leave  us  in  the 
x'alley,  but  walks  with  us  from 
one  end  to  the  other.  Valleys  are 
a  part  of  our  journey  of  faith. 
David  fought  Cioliath  in  the  val¬ 
ley.  After  the  transfiguration, 
Jesus  led  those  disciples  down 
the  mountain  into  the  valley. 
The  valley  may  contain  the 
shadow  ot'  death,  but  believers 


was  able  to  teach  his  disciples 
an  important  lesson  in  faith, 
and  even  today  he  still  uses  this 
story  to  teach  us  the  same 
important  lesson  of  faith. 

William  Barclay  says,  "Jesus 
needs  what  we  can  bring  him. 
It  may  not  be  much  but  he 
needs  it.  It  may  well  be  that  the 
world  is  denied  miracle  after 
miracle  and  triumph  after  tri¬ 
umph  because  we  will  not 
bring  to  Jesus  what  we  have 
and  xyhat  we  are.  If  we  would 
lay  ourselves  on  the  altar  of  His 
service,  there  is  no  saying  what 
he  could  do  with  us  and 
through  us.  We  may  be  sorry 
and  embarrassed  that  we  haxre 
not  more  to  bring,  and  rightly 
so;  but  that  is  no  reason  for  fait- 
ing  to  bring  what  we  have. 
Little  is  always  much  in  the 
hands  of  Christ." 

Qipe  is  director  of  children  and 
famih/  ininistiy  at  First  Church, 
Picayune. 


15-16).  God's  perceptix'e  ques¬ 
tion  about  why  Elijah  was 
escaping  implied  he  had  not 
been  sent  to  Sinai.  (He  may 
hax  e  gone  to  ask  for  judgment 
on  Israel  for  the  broken 
covenant.)  Elijah  had  opportu¬ 
nity  to  revise  nis  answer,  yet  he 
showed  the  same  negative 
assessment  and  self  pitx'.  God 
interx  ened  xvith  another  insta" 
ment  in  the  healing  prtxess  bv 
giving  Elijah  meaningful  work 
to  do.  "Return  and  continue 
your  Work  as  a  prophet  to  the 
tdebrevv  Those  xvho  are  sub- 
m<Mgi>d  in  despondency  a^e 
ilod  by  this  text  to  encounter 
I's  personal  presence  and 
imd  their  place  in  his  work, 
('lod  empowers  believers  to  be 
laithful,  exen  within  depres¬ 
sion.  This  is  part  of  his  wise 
interx  ention  for  our  healing.  He 
is  the  "still  small  voice,"  which 
.ivij  lires  a  new  level  of  listening, 
'O  iis  to  move  us  through 
depression  toxx^ard  hope. 

Bain  is  chainnan  and  professor 
of  the  Biblical  Division  at  Blue 
Mountain  College. 


should  not  fear  shadoxx  s.  Our 
boldness  in  these  valleys  is  due 
to  God's  presence  and  his  pro¬ 
tection  of  us  while  we  are  there. 
His  security  proves  his  love. 

God  loves  (23:5-6).  He  pre¬ 
pared  a  place  at  his  table,  when 
Satan  left  us  to  starx'e.  God 
demonstrates  total  acceptance 
bv  anointing  our  head  with  oil. 
This  ancient  custom  was  a  sign 
of  welcoming  at  the  table.  Satan 
left  us  abandoned.  God  satisfies 
our  souls.  The  phrase  "my  cup 
runneth  over"  actually  means 
"being  fully  saturated  with 
quality  in  life." 

Notice  the  results  David 
mentions  due  to  God's  encom¬ 
passing  care  "Surely  goodness 
and  mercy  shall  follow  me." 
The  believer  can  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  God  in  this  life.  "I  will 
dw'ell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
forex'er."  The  believer  also  can 
commit  to  being  with  the  One 
who  is  this  gtxxd. 

Hester  is  pastor  of  Mantee 
Church,  Mantee. 


NAME  Graham  documentary  recognized 


Graham 


Seminary  students  tapped  as  Graham  counselors 


LOUISVTtLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  church,"  he  said.  Floyds  Knobs,  Ind.,  described 

When  Billy  Graham  comes  to  Southern  was  chosen  as  a  the  seminar  as  particularly  ben- 
Indianapolis  for  a  crusade  June  source  for  counselors  because  of  efidal  because  of  its  personal 
3-6,  he'll  be  joined  by  more  than  the  seminary's  ties  to  Graham  application  and  her  strong 
160  counselors  from  Southern  and  Graham's  relationship  with 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Southern's  president,  R.  Albert 

To  prepare  for  their  assign-  Mohler  Jr.,  Cox  said.  Another 
ment,  ^uthem  students  attend-  factor  was  Jim  Bohyer,  a  Billy 
ed  a  one-d^  instructional  semi-  Graham  crusade  associate  and  a 
nar  March  22  led  by  Gaty  Cobb,  1998  graduate  of  Southern's 
cotirdinator  of  counseling  and  Billy  Graham  School, 
follow-up  for  the  Billy  Graham  TOhrer  said  counselors  usually 
Evangelistic  Association.  come  from  the  immediate  area 

"What  better  way  to  prepare  near  a  crusade.  But  his  desire  to 
a  student  for  evangelism  than  pull  in  Southern  students  was 
real  application  and  practice,"  rooted  in  the  institution's  empha- 
said  Don  Cox,  instructor  of  sis  on  evangelistic  outreach, 
evangelism  and  church  growth  Focusing  on  methodology, 
in  Southern's  Billy  Graham  the  seminar  addressed  the  need 
School  of  Evangelism,  Missions  for  personal  preparation  and  an 
and  Church  Growth.  Cox  is  intimate  relationship  with 
also  the  seminary's  coordinator  Christ.  Bohrer  said  one  inten- 
for  participation  in  the  crusade,  tion  of  the  initial  preparation  is 
Cox  said  the  training  pre-  to  challenge  the  counselors  in 
pared  students  for  seed-planti-  the  basics  of  their  own 
ng  and  harvesting  alongside  Christian  life.  "Unless  you  have 
the  ministry  of  a  man  who  has  a  vital  life  with  God,''  he  said, 

firoven  his  passion  and  his  "you  have  nothing  to  share." 
aithfulness  for  bringing  the  The  overall  purpose  of  the 
message  of  the  cross  to  a  world  training  session  was  to  intro- 
in  need  in  a  way  they  will  duce  students  to  the  methods 
understand.  used  by  Graham  for  counseling 

The  counselors  also  will  be  and  follow-up. 
responsible  for  seeing  that  con-  Kim  Robertson,  an  M.Div. 
verts  are  "plugged  into  a  local  student  at  Southern  from 


reaching  others  for  Christ." 

The  June  3-6  Billy  Graham 
Indiana  Crusade  will  be  held  in 
the  RCA  Dome  in  downtown 
Indianapolis. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  crusade  office  at  (317) 
577-4242  or  visit  the  Internet 
site,  www.lndianaCrusade.org. 


Ren  Miiinbtmvr,  Ph  D. 
Minister  of  Ctninst'ling 
Hr^l  Chiinh.  laekstm 
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Hate  groups  grow  in  q/berspaa 

cyberspace;  hat( 
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MONTGOMERY,  Ala. 

(ABP)  —  The  number  of 
Internet  sites  promoting  radal  ^  ^ 

hatred  rose  by  more  Bum  55%  r^rt^.  It  identified  M7  hat< 
in  1998,  according  to  a  report  groups  or  hate-group  chapter 
issued  by  the  Southern  m  1998,  up  from  474  in  1^. 
Poverty  Law  Center  (SPLC).  Racist  groups  are  receivinj 
The  group  coimted  254  hate  encouragement  from  th« 
sites  on  the  Internet  in  1998  halls  of  academia,  the  SPLC 
co^ared  wi*  1^  in  1997.  report  said:  "Race  scientists 
The  organization  defines  a  contending  that  blacks  an 
hate  site  as  one  that  uses  inherently  less  intelligen 
"racist  or  anti-Semitic  content  than  whites  and  more  pron< 
or  promotes  a  group  known  to  crime,  have  fueled  extrem 
to  be  racist  or  anti-Semitic,"  ist  groups  that  use  the  scien 
said  SPLC  spokeswoman  tists'  work  to  justify  theii 
Laune  Wood.  hatred  and  demeaning  oi 

In  addition  to  their  growing  non-whites." 


BTWL  ARM:  DRDL 


Serui  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  do  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri- 
sSfyour  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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